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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteur'It's unbelievable... It's completely blown my mind' Zadie SmithKarl Ove Knausgaard 
writes about his life with painful honesty. He writes about his childhood and teenage years, his infatuation 

with rock music, his relationship with his loving yet almost invisible mother and his distant and 
unpredictable father, and his bewilderment and grief on his fathers death. When Karl Ove becomes a father 

himself, he must balance the demands of caring for a young family with his determination to write great 
literature. Knausgaard has created a universal story of the struggles, great and small, that we all face in our 
lives. A profound and mesmerizing work, written as if the authors very life were at stake.Shortlisted for the 
IMPAC Dublin Award.ExtraitFor the heart, life is simple: it beats for as long as it can. Then it stops. Sooner 
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or later, one day, this pounding action will cease of its own accord, and the blood will begin to run towards 
the bodys lowest point, where it will collect in a small pool, visible from outside as a dark, soft patch on ever 
whitening skin, as the temperature sinks, the limbs stiffen and the intestines drain. These changes in the first 
hours occur so slowly and take place with such inexorability that there is something almost ritualistic about 
them...Revue de presseSteadily absorbing, lit up by pages of startling insight and harrowing honesty, My 

Struggle introduces into world literature a singular character and immerses us in his fascinating 
Underground Man consciousness. Phillip Lopate Intense and vital . . . So powerfully alive to death . . . 

Where many contemporary writers would reflexively turn to irony, Knausgaard is intense and utterly honest, 
unafraid to voice universal anxieties. . . The need for totality . . . brings superb, lingering, celestial passages . 
. . He wants us to inhabit the ordinariness of life, which is sometimes vivid, sometimes banal, and sometimes 

momentous, but all of it perforce ordinary because it happens in the course of a life, and happens, in 
different forms, to everyone. . . The concluding sentences of the book [are] placid, plain, achieved. They 

have what Walter Benjamin called the epic side of truth, wisdom.' James Wood, The New Yorker A 
profusion of quotidian ephemerafrom binge drinking to cigarette after cigaretteserves to highlight the 

incommensurability of death in light of the banality of life...Knausgaard's gorgeous prose and enthralling 
reflections make this tome a rewarding struggle. Publishers Weekly It's a lucky reader who gets buried alive 
in this Norwegian literary avalanche. [My Struggle] is a free-wheeling, funny, smart, provocative, 471-page 

chunk of narrative that just keeps on coming. Nick DiMartino, Shelf Awareness The level of detail is the 
main fictioneering touch...but theres a feeling that something portentous is lurking behind the accumulating 
descriptions of unremarkable events. Christopher Tayler, London of Books"KARL OVE KNAUSGAARD. 
MY STRUGGLE. It's unbelievable. I just read 200 pages of it and I need the next volume like crack."Zadie 

Smith, via Twitter 


